Quality garden birdseed from
our nature friendly farm
Spring 2021 Newsletter

Welcome to Springtime at Rectory Farm!

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter! We wanted to start by thanking you all for your support over the past twelve
months, and we hope you and your families have fared well over the past year and continue to stay safe.
The pandemic has transformed society and our relationship with our natural surroundings, we have watched nature
thrive in cleaner air, reduced traffic and less human activity, and for most of us we have had more time to spend in
our gardens and appreciate the natural world around us.
For many isolated at home, lockdown was a chance to embrace bird feeding, enjoy more birds and wildlife in the
garden and hear more birdsong - a welcome distraction in such difficult times. We have been extremely busy mixing
birdseed to keep up with demand, and so pleased to keep everyone well supplied throughout lockdown through local
and national deliveries. Not only has all this feeding benefitted the birds, but it has also been a great boost to those
in isolation as the birds, insects and wildlife in our gardens became our friends and entertainment. To have time to
watch, nurture and appreciate a garden and its residents over the course of a year has been a great solace to many in
such difficult times.
It is lovely to welcome everyone back to the shop at the farm as lockdown eases, and to hear all the tales from your
gardens over the past year. We hope you enjoy our newsletter which gives you an insight into Springtime on the farm,
and look out for our Free Calci-worm offer on the back page for a Springtime treat for your garden visitors!
With best wishes from all at Eyebrook

Spring at the farm
Springtime on the farm is our favourite time of
year as we watch the farm come to life. Driving
around the farm the hawthorn is just about to
bloom in the miles of hedgerows across the farm
which is a glorious sight. It’s been a particularly
exciting Spring for our family this year as Fay took
over the tenancy of the farm. Fay, Leon and their
three children moved into the farmhouse just in
time for lambing. We had a great lambing season
with lots of triplets this year which the children
loved giving some extra TLC! Over winter and into
Spring we have been busy sowing barley and field
beans, continuing conservation work, and of course
mixing lots of birdseed.
The farm has continued over the past year relatively unaffected by the pandemic, demand for food in its raw state
remained the same, although end users have changed. For example our wheat all goes to Weetabix, who saw a great
surge in demand as more people ate breakfast at home. Although there was no restaurant trade for lamb, sales
continued as people ate as a family at home and the trend for buying and supporting local producers increased. Back
to the present day, and after the driest April on record, we are now eagerly awaiting some rain, fingers crossed!!

Birds on the Farm
Springtime brings a host of birds to the farm in every direction
you look. Upwards high in the sky are the Skylarks, who can
only be spotted by listening to their distinct song to pick them
out hovering in the clouds. Cast your eyes down slightly to
see the red kites and buzzards circling on the thermals, usually
attracting a few crows hoping to join them in their next meal.
Falcons and hawks are regulars thanks to all the small
mammals the farm has to offer them. Swifts, swallows and
house martins are a common sight in the fields and in our
traditional farmyard which is perfect for collecting insects and
mud for nest building. Then view just above the hedgerows
for a host of ‘red listers’ such as yellow hammers and tree
sparrows, as well as songbirds including buntings, finches and
tits. On the ground you can easily spot the lapwings, joined by
groups of starlings and fieldfares cruising over the spring sown
barley. Look into the bottom of the hedgerows for the
pheasants and French partridge, and the ones we are most
proud of is our increasing populations of grey partridge
breeding on the farm. In the field beans dine the pigeons and
doves, and flat to the floor spot the brown hares, still and
silent until they dart across the fields at terrific speed.
In the garden alongside our usual residents, we have been
blessed with a family of mistle thrushes! There is one
fledgling who is looking very well fed and happy with life, a
pleasure to watch right outside the kitchen window. We also
have blackbirds nesting right beside the shop, and a robin
nesting in the workshop!

Conservation at the farm
This year we continue with our new exciting environmental improvements at Rectory Farm. We are implementing a host
of new conservation measures including sowing new grassy wildlife corridors, growing more wildflowers for our vital
pollinators, growing crops for feeding birds through the ‘hungry gap’, protecting our traditional pasture land and
protecting the soil and water on the farm.

Loving our hedgerows
Managing hedgerows the right way is a big part of our conservation
work as we are blessed to have so many of them here at Rectory
Farm! Our Grandfather was a traditional ‘grazier’ producing cattle
and sheep, therefore post war, even though there was a big push for
food production he was reluctant to remove the hedgerows, leaving
us with the wealth of hedgerows we have today. This winter we
renewed over 800m of them on the farm. These hedgerows will last
for 100’s of years on the farm, providing food and habitat for a huge
range of insects, birds and wildlife. We also layed many hedges this
winter, a traditional country craft where you cut the plant at the
base and lay it over, new growth grows upwards therefore providing
a stock proof hedge, which is perfect for nesting birds.

Traditional Farming
Sowing grass seed to create our wildlife corridors took
us back in time this week as we dug out our very old‘
Shandy Barrow’ seed drill. This drill has a narrow box
with holes at regular intervals for the seed to fall out
onto the ground, and a little metal plate which can be
moved across each hole to control how many seeds
fall out at a time. The whole thing is pushed by hand
and the simple, yet effective design and engineering
means it still works as well as it did last century! On a
sunny day with the backdrop of the Eyebrook and
soundtrack of birdsong, sowing at this pace beat
sowing on any modern tractor. Pictured is our harvest
student Herbie on a break from the mixing shed,
enjoying a slower pace of life on the farm!!

Next generation
Congratulations to Sadie for passing her Tractor test! You may
recognise Sadie (the eldest of the Johnson Grandchildren) from the
National Birdfair or from serving you at the farm shop, she is now
following in the family footsteps and studying Agriculture at college.
Thanks to some great tuition from Grandad Phil she passed her
tractor test first time, and is looking forward to learning the ropes on
the farm this Summer. We are all for encouraging the next
generation into farming here at Rectory Farm, and Phil has put over
30 young farmers through their tractor test which means they can
drive a tractor on the road at just sixteen. Phil’s first success story
was Paul Martin in the late sixties, seen above laying the hedge! This
photo shows his most recent pupil Sadie after completing her test.

Supporting local suppliers
Being a traditional family business we love to champion and support local companies, here are just a few of our products
which are made just down the road!

We are delighted to stock this book
by Joel from Hazelwood Landscapes a
local landscape gardener who
specialises in wildlife attracting
projects all over the UK. The book
shows you how to work with nature,
support wildlife, and create a selfmaintaining outdoor space. Whether
you have a large garden or an urban
balcony, you can rewild your own
little corner of the planet.

Thank you to Debbie Harris for
keeping us supplied with her beautiful
handmade bird and bee face masks.
The whole team at Eyebrook wear
these masks as they are so
comfortable, made with 2 layers of
cotton material, washable and
breathable. They also have a soft
elastic fit around the ears, which can
be adjusted for comfort, and they
look great!

We love providing locally produced
honey for our customers from bee
keepers only a few miles away. This
honey is in its purest form, it comes
straight from the hives into the jars
with no processing, a 100% natural
product and very delicious it is too!
Our thanks go to Caroline & Jane,
their bee keeping friends and of
course the local bees who all keep us
supplied with honey throughout the
year.

** Free 200g pack Calci Worms **
Give them a try!! Order your birdseed online or purchase from the farm between
Friday 14th -Sunday 16th May to receive a 200g pack of Calci Worms FREE!
Our new alternative to mealworms is the nutritious and delicious Calci Worms. They
are the larvae of the black solider fly and as their name suggests these worms are a
great source of calcium. Although they are slightly lower in protein to mealworms
they are much higher in fat and calories and have a calcium to phosphorous ratio of
2:1. This means they are perfect for the development of strong bones and eggs in all
insectivore vertebrates including our garden birds and hedgehogs!

Keep in touch
Keep up to date with everything at Eyebrook Bird Feeds by joining our mailing list and following us
on social media! We love to know what birds you are seeing and to hear what wildlife is pottering
through your garden – share your pictures and comments on our social media pages and lets
enjoy our garden tales together
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