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We are extremely excited to be involved in a new C4 series ‘Can Jimmy Save the Bees?’ where Jimmy Doherty will be
raising awareness of the plight of our bees and encouraging everyone to grow food and habitat for them. Focusing
on areas around the city of Peterborough, Jimmy attempts, over the course of a year, to increase the number of bees
and related insects. He demonstrates how farmers, businesses and local government can all help to solve the problem.
We are so excited to be involved in a project to highlight the plight of the humble bee. As farmers, bees are of utmost
importance to us, they play a vital role on the farm as they pollinate the crops we grow. Food production and care of
the countryside are intrinsically linked; we can’t have one without the other, there are currently 25,000 farmers
planting strips for bees with the equivalent of over 20,000 football pitches of habitats provided. In the series Fay and
Jimmy sow two wildflower strips on the farm, these have been a delight to watch grow and have been full of bees,
butterflies and other pollinators.
Tune in to Channel 4 see Jimmy and Fay sowing our beautiful wildflower strips, counting bees, and discuss how
farmers can help the bees. Follow the series as we watch the strips grow and see how providing food and habitat for
pollinators effects their populations at Rectory Farm. Join us and Jimmy to see how we can all help save the bees! To
celebrate the project all orders placed on the weekend of the first broadcast will receive a free packet of wildflower
seeds to sow in your own garden to help encourage the bees!
Programme Scheduled for 28th or 29th August 8pm Channel 4. Date/time may change slightly due to programme schedules.
We will keep you updated on our website and social media channels.

Hello from the Eyebrook team and
welcome to our Summer 2020
newsletter, keeping you updated on
what’s going on at Eyebrook Bird
Feeds and down on the farm.
This summer we are very busy on the farm gathering
the harvest, mixing birdseed and creating our new
conservation areas. We hope you all enjoy seeing
what we are up to, and take advantage our special
offers this month. Don’t forget to look out for us on
Channel 4 with Jimmy Doherty on 28th August at 8pm
saving the nations bees!
Best wishes from all at Eyebrook Bird Feeds

Hello from Abigail, Adam, Pip, Phil, Sue, Fay, Bella the collie,
Leon, Betty the spaniel, Laurence and Josh

15% off all
purchases!
21st-23rd August
code BF20

Birdfair Weekend 15% off all our
products online and at the farm!

Sadie, Haylea, Fay & Lauren at Birdfair 2019

15% off across all our ranges online and at Rectory
Farm to celebrate Virtual Birdfair 2020! Like all
avid birders and nature lovers we will certainly
miss Birdfair this year. We will miss seeing our
customers and friends; miss the build-up, buzz and
the team and volunteers that make Birdfair the
fantastic event it is. We look forward to joining in
Virtual Birdfair, and to ensure our customers don’t
miss out we shall be giving 15% off all our products
over what would have been Birdfair weekend 21st
– 23rd August. Visit us online or at Rectory Farm
to take advantage of this great saving and look out
for us on Virtual Birdfair at birdfair.org.uk.
(Please quote voucher code BF20 when ordering)

On the Farm
As we go to print we are busy harvesting the grains for our feeds
and sweltering under the 34 degree heat. The best place to be
is in the combine cab with air conditioning and a large window
for nature watching! A beautiful display of farmland birds,
wildlife and birds of prey are on show, all with the backdrop of
the Eyebrook Reservoir – not a bad office! Once combined the
seeds are trundled back to the farm, ready to go into our
Eyebrook mixes, whilst what the combine has missed is gleaned
off the floor by a host of beautiful farmland and song birds.
Elsewhere on the farm we have purchased a new ram for our
ewes - ‘Claude’ the Charollais, embarked upon a host of
environment works, and of course been very busy mixing
birdseed!

A Year of Change

Combining wheat around the Eyebrook Reservoir

In the Garden
With our shop closed for a spell during lockdown, peace reigned over the garden at Rectory
Farm and the birdlife blossomed. Clutches of blue tits, blackbirds, wrens and swallows all
successfully fledged which was a delight to watch. Whilst all was quiet in the garden the
gnomes got a repaint! They are now sporting brightly coloured jackets, trousers and hats –
hooray!

Conservation on the farm
This year we embark on a host of new environmental improvements on
the farm as we enter a new Countryside Stewardship Scheme. This
scheme sees us planting new hedgerows and laying old ones, creating
more wild flower areas and natural winter birdseed, planting more
grassy wildlife corridors and maintaining our traditional grassland. We
can’t wait to get planting and monitor the new conservation
improvements on the farm, and to see what effect it has on the birds
and wildlife which happily reside at Rectory Farm

Pollen & nectar mixes at Rectory Farm

A Year of Change
Over the past unprecedented months, life has changed out
of all recognition, and we want to take this opportunity to
thank all our customers for their support through this time.
Our thoughts go out to anyone who has been personally
impacted by Covid 19, we do hope that you and your
families are safe and well. One thing lockdown has provided
is the opportunity for many to really enjoy feeding the birds
and wildlife in their gardens. As well as benefiting the birds,
this activity has provided solace for many in isolation, and it
has been heartening to see how nature can offer such
comfort and happiness through these times.
Blackbird enjoying the garden

New Paper Sacks!
We are very excited this month to launch our new paper sacks!
These traditional kraft paper bags are made in the UK from
sustainably sourced materials. The bags are biodegradable and
compostable so please reuse then recycle them at home!
You will notice more and more of our birdseed mixes and suets are
now packaged in paper sacks and cardboard boxes, rather than the
plastic bags and tubs. We will continue to move away from plastic
throughout all our product lines, we hope you join us on this
venture and we would encourage all customers to firstly
•
•
•

Reduce packaging – buy your seeds in larger quantities – as
well as the benefit of less packaging, it is also more cost
efficient!
Reuse packaging – you can reuse all our packaging in a host of
ways both in the home and in the garden
Recycle – all our products are recyclable – recycle yourself or
return all our packaging to us and we will reuse and then
recycle for you!

New paper bags causing much interest on the farm!

Bird Count Results

Skylark, 14 counted in just over 3 hours

We are delighted to share with you all the fantastic results from our
2020 Bird count at Rectory Farm! On a beautiful sunny May morning
(and we mean early morning 5.30am!) our local bird expert Neil
McMahon visited the farm to conduct a count. We were blown away
by the species and numbers of birds on the farm, particularly pleased
to see the increasing numbers of Yellow Hammers and Linnets. Our
only disappointment is the English Partridge didn’t make an
appearance – they do tend to venture out more for feeding in the
evening so maybe 5.30am was a little too early for them! A great
way to measure the success of the conservation work on the farm is
to monitor the bird populations, and we are greatly appreciative of
Neil for giving us his time and expertise to conduct the count. Please
visit our blog page on our website to see the survey results, we hope
you enjoy reading through them to see what birds we have on the
farm. Why not visit the farm and have a walk on our beautiful
footpaths to see the results for yourselves!

Keep in touch
Keep up to date with everything at Eyebrook Bird Feeds by joining our mailing list and
following us on social media! We love to know what birds you are seeing and to hear what
wildlife is pottering through your garden – share your pictures and comments on our social
media pages and lets enjoy our garden tales together
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