
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finest quality birdseed blended 

on our conservation farm 

November 2017 Newsletter 

 

Autumn Feeding  

Autumn is a time of plenty for the birds, our fields at 

Rectory Farm still boost seeds and the hedgerows 

provide a wonderful assortment of berries.  On our 

farm we sow both Autumn and Spring crops therefore 

there is a longer period of time for the birds to feed 

and inhabit the fields.  We also do minimal hedge 

trimming until December for the birds to maximise the 

natural food these beautiful corridors create, as well as 

leaving some hedges to create a range of hedgerow 

habitats.  Birds instinctively prefer natural foods and if 

the weather remains mild and the natural food supply 

is good, it may be a while until the birds start showing 

interest in our garden offerings again.  Do keep a little 

food in the feeders, to ensure that when the birds are 

hungry there is fresh supply, and do be aware of any 

cold snaps which will see the birds flock in for an 

energy fix! 

 

 

Munchy Mealworm November Offer  

Get stocked up on dried mealworms and take advantage of our 20% off throughout 

November!  Feed these delicious nutritious worms in the winter for a great source 

of protein for the birds.  Many species especially robins and blackbirds, love these 

additive-free treats, which have all the goodness of live mealworms (beetle larvae) 

but not the moisture. Sprinkle as they are, or rehydrate by soaking in warm water 

for a few minutes.  Our mealworms are available in 200g, 500g, 1kg, 5kg or great 

savings on our 12.55kg VAT free box for just £80.    

 

20% off 

Mealworms! 

Robin & Friends 

Our exciting winter mix is packed full of high energy ingredients to warm our 

feathered friends through the winter days.  In addition to large quantities of 

sunflower hearts, chopped peanuts and small seeds, this mix includes good 

quantities of berry suet pellets, soft fruit and mealworms, making it a firm 

favourite in your garden through the winter months attracting all of your 

most frequent visitors. 
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Eyebrook in the community 

We were delighted to support South Leicestershire Police this summer in 

their ‘Grow out Crime’ project – a summer garden crime initiative aiming to 

recruit local school children to help them get the message across.  The 

initiative was launched to over 20 primary schools in the area with the 

force giving each pupil a packet of sunflower seeds from Eyebrook Bird 

Feeds wrapped in a garden crime prevention message. The pupils were 

then encouraged to take the seeds home, and pass on the leaflet to their 

parents as well as then planting the seeds with the aim of seeing who could 

grow the tallest sunflower.  There are some great pictures of pupils 

growing our sunflowers on twitter #GrowOutCrime 

 

 

Logs for Leicestershire and Rutland 
Wildlife Trust 

In time for the colder weather we now stock locally 

sourced logs, with all proceeds donated direct to 

Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust, our local 

nature conservation charity. The logs are from the 

Trust’s Launde Park Wood nature reserve in east 

Leicestershire, and this ancient woodland is being 

restored to a native broadleaved woodland.   The 

trees are felled by Trust staff and volunteers who then 

log them up. They are left to season for between one 

and three years and are then split and bagged by hand 

by Trust volunteers and stored under cover until sold. 

The proceeds are used to help fund the Trust’s 

management work. The money helps to pay for tools 

and other equipment for the volunteer group which 

meets at Launde Park Wood every Wednesday 

throughout the year.  Support the Wildlife Trust by 

purchasing logs at the farm for £4/bag or 3 bags for 

£10.  We can also send a bag of logs direct to your 

door for £12 including delivery. 

 

Rambling competition 

In August we took part in the Leicestershire and Rutland 
Best Kept Footpath Competition.  The Ramblers 

Association runs this competition each year in 
conjunction with the National Farmers Union to 

recognise farmers and landowners who provide excellent 
footpath management to thank them for their positive 

contribution to walking in Leicestershire and Rutland.  
Three members of the Ramblers Association joined us for 

a cuppa then set off on a walk around our paths on a 
beautiful September day.  We find out the results in 

January so fingers crossed! 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

Down on the Farm 

Autumn is the most beautiful season on Rectory 

Farm, watching the wood surrounding the reservoir 

change to a brilliant array of autumn colour, bright 

misty mornings and the patchwork of colourful fields 

as they are cultivated and sown in turn.   The harvest 

is all gathered in and machinery washed down and 

put away, and the winter crops have been sown and 

starting to peep through the soil.  In late Autumn and 

winter as the weather cools and the natural food 

supply becomes sparse, we jump on the quad, fill the 

hopper with seeds and have a drive around the edges 

of the fields broadcasting food for the birds.  Herbie 

has been broadcasting on our grass margins and he 

was delighted to spot a good variety of birds 

including scores of lapwings flocking with starlings, 

and a munt jac with its little offspring trotting behind.   

  

 

 

 

New tups 

We have three new tups at Rectory Farm, who 

you may have already seen on Facebook – 

Timothy, Thomas and Terrance, they are 

‘Texel’ Rams.  The Texel is a breed of domestic 

sheep originally from the island of Texel in 

the Netherlands.  It is now a popular sheep, 

heavily muscled producing a lean meat 

carcass.  We put the rams in with the ewes 

(the female breeding sheep) in the first week 

of October.  A coloured crayon on the ram’s 

chest lets us know their work rate as this 

transfers onto the wool of the ewe as the ram 

does his job.  By changing the colour each 

week we know which ewes will lamb which 

week in March - this is a great simple 

management tool, not too discreet for the 

sheep though!!  

 

 

 

 

In addition to a plethora of birds Herbie spotted 

one slightly out of place, hoping to join the flock! 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_sheep
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_sheep
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feeder Focus 

Official Poppy Feeder supporting the Royal British Legion 

Help us support the nation’s leading Armed Forces charity this month whilst 

enjoying the birds in your garden with our Poppy Feeder.  This decoratively 

hand-painted bird feeder brings style and colour to any garden display or 

outdoor space, and can be used as a seed or water feeder.  The poppies look 

beautiful nestled in a flower bed bringing both colour and birdlife into your 

boarder’s whist supporting such a worthwhile cause.  These beautiful feeders 

also make a great Christmas gift  

 
 

National Birdfair 2017 

We had a fantastic three days at the National 

Birdfair, and were especially buoyant this year 

as we returned with the 2nd prize in the best 

stand awards!  Congratulations also to our 

competition winner Bev Archer who won 

100kg of our nutritious mixes and a seed 

feeder!  It was great to catch up with 

customers new and old at the show, and we 

managed a quick look round to see the 

amazing assortment of trade stands the show 

offers.  The 2017 Birdfair’s theme is Saving 

Paradise in the Pacific, raising funds for work 

on the French Polynesian island of Rapa Iti. 

Here, invasive non-native rats and goats are 

decimating populations of native birds. These 

include the Endangered Rapa fruit dove, along 

with eleven threatened seabirds like the Rapa 

shearwater and the local form of white-bellied 

storm petrel. Money from Birdfair will help 

BirdLife International organise the removal of 

goats and rats from nine Rapa islets. 
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Autumn Migration 

In temperate regions, such as the UK, about half the species migrate – 

especially insect-eaters that can’t find enough food during 

winter.   Migration is not as easy to spot in the Autumn compared to 

the springtime as the birds disappear over a longer period of time and 

the winter visitors arrive slowly too.  It's a very exciting time of year as 

we look skyward we can spot winter thrushes, swans and flocks of 

geese. Winter visitors arrive in Autumn from the north and east to 

spend the winter in the UK, where the weather is milder and food is 

easier to find. They include species such as fieldfares, redwings, 

bramblings, bewick and whooper swans and many kinds of ducks, 

geese and wading birds.  Here, surrounding the Eyebrook, we are lucky 

enough to see good numbers of Autumn migrates, especially wading 

birds. 
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